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The questions which the disciples brought to the Saviour after the crowds had dispersed, and the
teachings that He then explained more fully to His disciples, are essential for the multitudes
today to understand and to practice. Practical godliness must be learned in this lower trial school
by the students who are preparing to enter the higher school. Those who study and practice the
teachings of Christ will gain an essential education in belief and practice of Bible truth. By Bible
truth, by the Word of God, every student will be measured by the greatest Teacher this world ever
knew. Let those who attend our schools make the lessons of Christ their chief study; for He came
from heaven to teach the human family the principles of the kingdom of heaven. Belief of the
grand truths He presented will work a reformation in all who truly receive them, fitting them to

graduate to the higher life and to meet the great examination of God, the Creator of every human
being, and the Maker of every desirable thing. Vol. 24, Letters and Manuscripts, Lt 16, 1909.

Your words and acts will judge you in the last day. By them you will be justified or by them
condemned. Your education has not been of an ennobling character, therefore there is the greatest

necessity of your now training and educating yourself to purity of thought and action. Train your




thoughts so that it will be easy for them to dwell upon pure and holy things. Cultivate a love for
spirituality and true godliness. Vol. 2, Testimonies for the Church, 314.

The fountain of the heart must be purified before the streams can become pure. He who is trying
to reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law is attempting an impossibility. There is no
safety for one who has merely a legal religion, a form of godliness. The Christian’s life is not a
modification or improvement of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death to self
and sin, a new life altogether. This change can be brought about only by the effectual working of
the Holy Spirit. Desire of Ages, 172.

I was shown that love of the world has to a great extent shut Jesus from the church. God calls for
a change, a surrender of all to Him. Unless the mind is educated to dwell upon religious themes,
it will be weak and feeble in this direction. But while dwelling upon worldly enterprises, it will
be strong; for in this direction it has been cultivated, and has strengthened with exercise. The
reason it is so difficult for men and women to live religious lives is because they do not exercise

the mind unto godliness. It is trained to run in an opposite direction. Unless the mind is
constantly exercised in obtaining spiritual knowledge and in seeking to understand the mystery

of godliness, it is incapable of appreciating eternal things because it has no experience in that
direction. This is the reason why nearly all consider it uphill business to serve the Lord. Vol. 2,

Testimonies for the Church, 189.

As your conscience has been quickened by the Holy Spirit, you have seen something of the evil
of sin, of its power, its guilt, its woe; and you look upon it with abhorrence. You feel that sin has
separated you from God, that you are in bondage to the power of evil. The more you struggle to
escape, the more you realize your helplessness. Your motives are impure; your heart is unclean.
You see that your life has been filled with selfishness and sin. You long to be forgiven, to be
cleansed, to be set free. Harmony with God, likeness to Him—what can you do to obtain it?...

You have confessed your sins, and in heart put them away. You have resolved to give yourself to
God. Now go to Him, and ask that He will wash away your sins and give you a new heart. Then
believe that He does this because He has promised. This is the lesson which Jesus taught while
He was on earth, that the gift which God promises us, we must believe we do receive, and it is
ours. Steps to Christ, 49.

The righteousness which Christ taught is conformity of heart and life to the revealed will of God.
Sinful men can become righteous only as they have faith in God and maintain a vital connection
with Him. Then true godliness will elevate the thoughts and ennoble the life. Then the external
forms of religion accord with the Christian’s internal purity. Then the ceremonies required in the
service of God are not meaningless rites, like those of the hypocritical Pharisees. Desire of
Ages, 310.

Until Christianity is planted in the heart, it cannot control the life, for it is the evil in the heart
that must be corrected. It is not enough to have a form of godliness without holiness to the Lord,




for it is like cleansing the outside of the cup while impurities remain within. A belief of
doctrines, however pure they may be, will not save a soul from death, unless they are brought
into contact with the life. The heart must be purified through obedience to the truth. Signs of the
Times, May 7, 1894.

Iniquitous practices had become so prevalent among all classes that the few who remained true
to God were often tempted to lose heart and to give way to discouragement and despair. It
seemed as if God’s purpose for Israel were about to fail and that the rebellious nation was to
suffer a fate similar to that of Sodom and Gomorrah.

In the face of such conditions it is not surprising that when, during the last year of Uzziah’s
reign, Isaiah was called to bear to Judah God’s messages of warning and reproof, he shrank from
the responsibility. He well knew that he would encounter obstinate resistance. As he realized his
own inability to meet the situation and thought of the stubbornness and unbelief of the people for
whom he was to labor, his task seemed hopeless. Should he in despair relinquish his mission and
leave Judah undisturbed to their idolatry? Were the gods of Nineveh to rule the earth in defiance
of the God of heaven?

Such thoughts as these were crowding through Isaiah’s mind as he stood under the portico of the
temple. Prophets and Kings, 306, 307.

Higher than the highest human thought can reach is God’s ideal for His children. Godliness—
godlikeness—is the goal to be reached. Before the student there is opened a path of continual

progress. He has an object to achieve, a standard to attain, that includes everything good, and
pure, and noble. He will advance as fast and as far as possible in every branch of true knowledge.
But his efforts will be directed to objects as much higher than mere selfish and temporal
interests as the heavens are higher than the earth.

He who co-operates with the divine purpose in imparting to the youth a knowledge of God, and
molding the character into harmony with His, does a high and noble work. As he awakens a
desire to reach God’s ideal, he presents an education that is as high as heaven and as broad as the
universe; an education that cannot be completed in this life, but that will be continued in the life
to come; an education that secures to the successful student his passport from the preparatory
school of earth to the higher grade, the school above. Education, 18, 19.

I dreamed that the Spirit of the Lord came upon me, and I arose amid cries and prayers, and said:
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me. I feel urged to say to you that you must commence to
work individually for yourselves. You are looking to God and desiring Him to do the work for
you which He has left for you to do. If you will do the work for yourselves which you know that
you ought to do, then God will help you when you need help. You have left undone the very
things which God has left for you to do. You have been calling upon God to do your work. Had
you followed the light which He has given you, then He would cause more light to shine upon
you; but while you neglect the counsels, warnings, and reproofs that have been given, how can



you expect God to give you more light and blessings to neglect and despise? God is not as man;
He will not be trifled with.

I took the precious Bible and surrounded it with the several Testimonies for the Church, given for
the people of God. Here, said I, the cases of nearly all are met. The sins they are to shun are
pointed out. The counsel that they desire can be found here, given for other cases situated
similarly to themselves. God has been pleased to give you line upon line and precept upon
precept. But there are not many of you that really know what is contained in the Testimonies.
You are not familiar with the Scriptures. If you had made God’s word your study, with a desire to
reach the Bible standard and attain to Christian perfection, you would not have needed the
Testimonies. It is because you have neglected to acquaint yourselves with God’s inspired Book
that He has sought to reach you by simple, direct testimonies, calling your attention to the words
of inspiration which you had neglected to obey, and urging you to fashion your lives in
accordance with its pure and elevated teachings.

The Lord designs to warn you, to reprove, to counsel, through the testimonies given, and to
impress your minds with the importance of the truth of His word. The written testimonies are not
to give new light, but to impress vividly upon the heart the truths of inspiration already revealed.
Man’s duty to God and to his fellow man has been distinctly specified in God’s word; yet but few
of you are obedient to the light given. Additional truth is not brought out; but God has through
the Testimonies simplified the great truths already given and in His own chosen way brought

them before the people to awaken and impress the mind with them, that all may be left without
excuse.

Pride, self-love, selfishness, hatred, envy, and jealousy have beclouded the perceptive powers,
and the truth, which would make you wise unto salvation, has lost its power to charm and
control the mind. The very essential principles of godliness are not understood because there is
not a hungering and thirsting for Bible knowledge, purity of heart, and holiness of life. The
Testimonies are not to belittle the word of God, but to exalt it and attract minds to it, that the
beautiful simplicity of truth may impress all.

I said further: As the word of God is walled in with these books and pamphlets, so has God
walled you in with reproofs, counsel, warnings, and encouragements. Here you are crying before
God, in the anguish of your souls, for more light. I am authorized from God to tell you that not
another ray of light through the Testimonies will shine upon your pathway until you make a
practical use of the light already given. The Lord has walled you about with light; but you have
not appreciated the light; you have trampled upon it. While some have despised the light, others
have neglected it, or followed it but indifferently. A few have set their hearts to obey the light
which God has been pleased to give them.

Some that have received special warnings through testimony have forgotten in a few weeks the
reproof given. The testimonies to some have been several times repeated, but they have not
thought them of sufficient importance to be carefully heeded. They have been to them like idle



tales. Had they regarded the light given they would have avoided losses and trials which they
think are hard and severe. They have only themselves to censure. They have placed upon their
own necks a yoke which they find grievous to be borne. It is not the yoke which Christ has
bound upon them. God’s care and love were exercised in their behalf; but their selfish, evil,
unbelieving souls could not discern His goodness and mercy. They rush on in their own wisdom
until, overwhelmed with trials and confused with perplexity, they are ensnared by Satan. When
you gather up the rays of light which God has given in the past, then will He give an increase of

light.

I referred them to ancient Israel. God gave them His law, but they would not obey it. He then
gave them ceremonies and ordinances, that, in the performance of these, God might be kept in
remembrance. They were so prone to forget Him and His claims upon them that it was necessary
to keep their minds stirred up to realize their obligations to obey and honor their Creator. Had

they been obedient, and loved to keep God’s commandments, the multitude of ceremonies and
ordinances would not have been required.

If the people who now profess to be God’s peculiar treasure would obey His requirements, as
specified in His word, special testimonies would not be given to awaken them to their duty and
impress upon them their sinfulness and their fearful danger in neglecting to obey the word of
God. Consciences have been blunted because light has been set aside, neglected, and despised.
And God will remove these testimonies from the people, and will deprive them of strength, and
humble them. Vol. 2, Testimonies for the Church, 604-607.

Righteousness has its root in godliness. No human being is righteous any longer than he has faith
in God and maintains a vital connection with Him. As a flower of the field has its root in the soil;
as it must receive air, dew, showers, and sunshine, so must we receive from God that which
ministers to the life of the soul. It is only through becoming partakers of His nature that we
receive power to obey His commandments. No man, high or low, experienced or inexperienced,
can steadily maintain before his fellowmen a pure, forceful life unless his life is hid with Christ
in God. The greater the activity among men, the closer should be the communion of the heart
with God. Vol. 7, Testimonies for the Church, 194.

Jesus leads the minds of men from their worldly philosophy and self-exalting sentiments to the
purity and virtue of the gospel. He leads them away from their false religions of fancy and
human reason. There is a religion in the world that is apparently beautiful, but which leads men
to turn with disgust from the representation given by Christ of the office work of the Holy Spirit.
Of the Comforter which he was to send to his disciples, he says, “And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” The natural heart does not
enjoy this constant reproving of sin and continual exalting of righteousness. Men feel disgusted
when they are represented as helpless to do good; yet Jesus declares, “Without me ye can do

nothing.” The word of God requires humility and practical godliness, and the picture of man’s

dependence upon God is mortifying to the selfish independence of man, to his grand ideas of
eloquence and finery and parade. which he esteems as essential for the conversion of the world.




Those who are enamored of this religion of fancy do not relish the idea of destroying the old man

with his deeds, and bringing into subjection every rebellious thought to the dominion of Christ.
They do not desire to submit themselves to the control of the Spirit of God, which works in the

human heart to expel every corruption and to establish vital principles of virtue, temperance,
godliness, brotherly kindness, and Christlike love. Yet those who receive the Spirit of God,
though they were dead in trespasses and sins, will experience the active working of that power
which raised Jesus Christ from the dead. The vital power of the Holy Spirit will raise up those
who realize their helplessness, and who come confessing their sins and believing in Jesus. All the
faculties are to be brought under the control of the Spirit of God. Yet those who receive the
Spirit of God, though they were dead in trespasses and sins, will experience the active working
of that power which raised Jesus Christ from the dead. The vital power of the Holy Spirit will
raise up those who realize their helplessness, and who come confessing their sins and believing
in Jesus. All the faculties are to be brought under the control of the Spirit of God. Unaided
humanity may struggle with all its power, may exercise reason, eloquence, and philosophy in
seeking to repair the ruins of a fallen, disordered world; men may listen to the theories of men,
but the question to ask is, What have been the results? Jesus answers, “Without me ye can do
nothing.” When all the wisdom of the schools, all the accumulations of human ability, are
brought to bear upon those who are dead in trespasses and sins, they avail nothing for the
reformation of character. Human selfishness remains in all its depravity. The Spirit of God alone
can make and keep men pure. Its work upon the soul is represented as bringing life to the dead,
and freeing the soul from the slavery of sin, which has brought it under the condemnation of the
law, where wrath and tribulation fall upon every evil doer. It is the grace of Christ which brings
salvation to everyone who receives it. Those who are converted, experience peace and assurance
forever. In place of being slaves, they are made free through Jesus Christ. Signs of the Times,
November 5, 1894.

True sanctification comes through the working out of the principle of love. “God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” 1 John 4:16. The life of him in whose
heart Christ abides, will reveal practical godliness. The character will be purified, elevated,
ennobled, and glorified. Pure doctrine will blend with works of righteousness; heavenly precepts
will mingle with holy practices.

Those who would gain the blessing of sanctification must first learn the meaning of self-
sacrifice. Acts of the Apostles, 560.



