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Those outside of the city are among the most confident, boastful, and apparently zealous ones
who love in word, but not in deed and in truth. Their hearts are not right with God. His fear is not
before them. The fearful and unbelieving, who are punished with the second death, are of that
class who are ashamed of Christ in this world. They are afraid to do right and follow Christ, lest
they should meet with pecuniary loss. They neglect their duty, to avoid reproach and trials, and



to escape dangers. Those who dare not do right because they will thus expose themselves to
trials, persecution, loss, and suffering are cowards, and, with idolaters, liars, and all sinners, they
are ripening for the second death.

Christ’s Sermon on the Mount declares who are the truly blessed: “Blessed are the poor in spirit
[those who are not self-exalted, but candid, and of a humble disposition, not too proud to be
taught, not vain and ambitious for the honors of the world]: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn [those who are penitential, submissive, and who grieve over their
failures and errors because the Spirit of God is grieved]: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are
the meek [those who are gentle and forgiving, who, when reviled, will not revile again, but who
manifest a teachable spirit, and do not hold themselves in high esteem]: for they shall inherit the
earth.” Those who possess the qualifications here enumerated will not only be blessed of God
here in this life, but will be crowned with glory, honor, and immortality in His kingdom. Vol. 2,
Testimonies for the Church, 630, 631.

Moses “was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth,” and this is
why he was granted divine wisdom and guidance above all others. Says the Scripture, “The meek
will He guide in judgment: and the meek will He teach His way.” Psalm 25:9. The meek are
guided by the Lord, because they are teachable, willing to be instructed. They have a sincere
desire to know and to do the will of God. The Saviour’s promise is, “If any man will do His will,
he shall know of the doctrine.” John 7:17. And He declares by the apostle James, “If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall
be given him.” James 1:5. But His promise is only to those who are willing to follow the Lord
wholly. God does not force the will of any; hence He cannot lead those who are too proud to be
taught, who are bent upon having their own way. Of the double-minded man—he who seeks to
follow his own will, while professing to do the will of God—it is written, “Let not that man think
that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” James 1:7. Patriarchs and Prophets, 384.

I call upon the young men who are entering the work as ministers to take heed how they hear. Be
careful how you oppose the precious truths of which you now have so little knowledge. Search
the Scriptures for yourselves. You have altogether too limited knowledge of yourself. Know for
yourselves what is truth. Do not take any man’s words, any man’s prejudices, any man’s
arguments, any man’s theories. This has been done by ministers to the injury of their experience,
and it has left them novices when they should be wise in the Scriptures and in the power of God.
Take your Bibles, humble yourselves, and weep and fast and pray before the Lord, as did
Nathanael, seeking to know the truth. The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, 141.

Sabbath, June 6, 1863, I was shown some things in regard to the work of God and the spread of
the truth. Preachers and people have too little faith, too little devotion and true godliness. The
people imitate the preacher, and thus he has a very great influence upon them. Brother Hull, God
wants you to come nearer to Him, where you can take hold of His strength, and by living faith
claim His salvation, and be a strong man. If you were a devotional, godly man, in the pulpit and
out, a mighty influence would attend your preaching. You do not closely search your own heart.
You have studied many works to make your discourses thorough, able, and pleasing; but you
have neglected the greatest and most necessary study, the study of yourself. A thorough
knowledge of yourself, meditation and prayer, have come in as secondary things. Your success




as a minister depends upon your keeping your own heart. You will receive more strength by
spending one hour each day in meditation, and in mourning over your failings and heart
corruptions and pleading for God’s pardoning love and the assurance of sins forgiven, than you
would by spending many hours and days in studying the most able authors, and making yourself
acquainted with every objection to our faith, and with the most powerful evidences in its
favor.... 1T 433.1

Brother Hull, I have been shown that if you would dedicate yourself to God, hold communion
with Him, meditate much, watch your failings, mourn and lament before the Lord in the deepest
humility on account of them, relying upon Him for strength, you would be in the most profitable
business in which you were ever engaged; for you would be drinking at a living fountain, and
could then give others to drink from that same fountain which revived and strengthened you.

Dear brother, unless there is a change in your Christian character, you will fail of everlasting life;
for our busy foe will lay his snares for your feet, and if you are not near to God, you will fall into
the net. You feel restless and uneasy, and study is your element; but you sometimes fail in the
subject. When you should be studying your own heart, you are engaged in reading books. When
you should by faith be drawing near to Christ, you are studying books. I saw that all your study
will be useless unless you faithfully study yourself. You are not acquainted with yourself, and
your mind dwells but little upon God. You are self-confident, and pass along without knowing

that self must die if you would be a successful minister of Christ. Vol. 1, Testimonies for the
Church, 433, 434.

He who sends forth gospel workers as His ambassadors is dishonored when there is manifested
among the hearers so strong an attachment to some favorite minister that there is an
unwillingness to accept the labors of some other teacher. The Lord sends help to His people, not
always as they may choose, but as they need; for men are shortsighted and cannot discern what is
for their highest good. It is seldom that one minister has all the qualifications necessary to perfect
a church in all the requirements of Christianity; therefore God often sends to them other
ministers, each possessing some qualifications in which the others were deficient.

The church should gratefully accept these servants of Christ, even as they would accept the
Master Himself. They should seek to derive all the benefit possible from the instruction which
each minister may give them from the word of God. The truths that the servants of God bring are
to be accepted and appreciated in the meekness of humility, but no minister is to be idolized.

Through the grace of Christ, God’s ministers are made messengers of light and blessing. As by
earnest, persevering prayer they obtain the endowment of the Holy Spirit and go forth weighted
with the burden of soulsaving, their hearts filled with zeal to extend the triumphs of the cross,
they will see fruit of their labors. Resolutely refusing to display human wisdom or to exalt self,
they will accomplish a work that will withstand the assaults of Satan. Many souls will be turned
from darkness to light, and many churches will be established. Men will be converted, not to the
human instrumentality, but to Christ. Self will be kept in the background; Jesus only, the Man of
Calvary, will appear.



Those who are working for Christ today may reveal the same distinguishing excellencies
revealed by those who in the apostolic age proclaimed the gospel. God is just as ready to give
power to His servants today as He was to give power to Paul and Apollos, to Silas and Timothy,
to Peter, James, and John.

In the apostles’ day there were some misguided souls who claimed to believe in Christ, yet
refused to show respect to His ambassadors. They declared that they followed no human
teacher, but were taught directly by Christ without the aid of the ministers of the gospel. They
were independent in spirit and unwilling to submit to the voice of the church. Such men were in
grave danger of being deceived.

God has placed in the church, as His appointed helpers, men of varied talents, that through the
combined wisdom of many the mind of the Spirit may be met. Men who move in accordance
with their own strong traits of character, refusing to yoke up with others who have had a long
experience in the work of God, will become blinded by self-confidence, unable to discern
between the false and the true. It is not safe for such ones to be chosen as leaders in the church;
for they would follow their own judgment and plans, regardless of the judgment of their
brethren. It is easy for the enemy to work through those who, themselves needing counsel at
every step, undertake the guardianship of souls in their own strength, without having learned the
lowliness of Christ.

Impressions alone are not a safe guide to duty. The enemy often persuades men to believe that it
is God who is guiding them, when in reality they are following only human impulse. But if we
watch carefully, and take counsel with our brethren, we shall be given an understanding of the
Lord’s will; for the promise is, “The meek will He guide in judgment: and the meek will He
teach His way.” Psalm 25:9.

In the early Christian church there were some who refused to recognize either Paul or Apollos,
but held that Peter was their leader. They affirmed that Peter had been most intimate with Christ
when the Master was upon the earth, while Paul had been a persecutor of the believers. Their
views and feelings were bound about by prejudice. They did not show the liberality, the
generosity, the tenderness, which reveals that Christ is abiding in the heart.

There was danger that this party spirit would result in great evil to the Christian church, and Paul
was instructed by the Lord to utter words of earnest admonition and solemn protest. Of those
who were saying, “I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ,” the apostle
inquired, “Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of
Paul?” “Let no man glory in men,” he pleaded. “For all things are yours; whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are
yours; and ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.” 1 Corinthians 1:12, 13; 3:21-23.

Paul and Apollos were in perfect harmony. The latter was disappointed and grieved because of
the dissension in the church at Corinth; he took no advantage of the preference shown to himself,
nor did he encourage it, but hastily left the field of strife. When Paul afterward urged him to
revisit Corinth, he declined and did not again labor there until long afterward when the church
had reached a better spiritual state. Acts of the Apostles, 277-280.






